
As it is called in Spanish, la obra, 

or the performance that was so 

wonderfully put on by Mexican 

musicians was a treat brought to 

us by the IB Diploma Coordina-

tor, Ms. Newgent. The assembly 

took place on the first day of Dia 

de los Muertos.  The perfor-

mance was full of music de-

signed to tell a story. The band 

consisted of 3 skillful musicians, 

a guitar player, a double bass 

player and a wonderful singer 

who also plays the violin.  The 

trio played numerous of songs 

written by them.  It was very 

clear that they truly loved what 

they were doing, and this pas-

sion was what brought the feel-

ing of celebration to the Annapo-

lis High auditorium.  

The best part of the concert 

occurred with the playing of a 

very famous song in Latin. The 

band gave a brief explanation 

behind the sorrowful song about 

the tale of the Llorona, the crying 

woman.  Llorona could not stop 

weeping over her children who 

had tragically dies. Ironically, in 

Hispanic culture this story is 

mostly used to warn children not 

to be crybabies.  It was the final 

song performed and brought 

smiles to the students who rec-

ognized the melody.  Before 

leaving the stage, the performers 

shouted, “Mi casa, es tu casa!”, 

which meant we were welcomed 

any time in Mexico.  

The Day of the Dead, or Dia de 

los Muertos as it is referred to in 

Spanish, is celebrated on Novem-

ber 1st and 2nd each year.  It 

originated in Mexico during the 

pre-Hispanic era.  Over time, it 

has evolved and is now celebrat-

ed in Mexico, South America and 

the United States.  This annual 

tradition unites families and 

friends with loved ones who’ve 

passed, by celebrating their time 

alive and remembering their 

death.  Traditionally, the families 

set up pictures of the deceased 

as well as some of their items on 

altars, or ofrendas. 

Annapolis High School has a very 

diverse population and strives to 

embrace all backgrounds and 

cultures.  This was truly evident 

in its celebration of the Day of 

the Dead. Our own little celebra-

tion here at Annapolis High was 

phenomenal, the days leading up 

to the holiday coincided to the 

American celebration of Hallow-

een, and together as a body of 

diverse people, we prepared to 

commemorate the end of the 

first full month of Fall.  

In Mexican culture, music is very 

important and adored by the 

citizens of the country, therefore 

it plays an important role in holi-

days, like the Day of the Dead.  

Hispanic music is much more 

than mariachi bands in sombre-

ros. Our music encompasses all 

genres, audiences and artists; 

therefore, it is shortsighted to 

limit it or any of its components 

to a stereotype image. 

The global perspective our stu-

dents develop during their time 

at Annapolis High is crucial to 

preparing them to successfully 

navigate and increasingly diverse 

world.  It is important for stu-

dents to learn about other 

groups of people, how they live 

their lives, and how they cele-

brate the things they value with-

in their culture.  Being exposed 

to other cultures allows us to 

have new experiences and builds 

respect for other’s customs and 

beliefs.  On November 1st, our IB 

students at Annapolis High, An-

napolis Middle and Germantown 

elementary were given the op-

portunity to experience a small 

bit of the Hispanic culture. 

Dia de los Muertos: Day of the Dead at Annapolis High School 

 by Angeles Juarez-Ruiz 
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IB Teacher of the Month: Ms. Nanci Brillant by Neha Bhanot  

Ms. Nanci Brillant joined the IB program at Annapolis High School in 2018. This is her second 

year teaching the IB Business Management course.  She also teaches Standard English 9 and 

Honors English 9 and 10.  Ms. Brillant decided to teach Business Management due to her 

previous experience in banking, “it was a perfect fit.”  Ms. Brillant encourages her under-

classmen to enroll in the IB Business Management course because, “business is everyone’s 

common denominator.  It teaches us the basic knowledge needed to manage our personal 

finances along with job skills for the 21st century.” Ms. Brillant understands how demanding 

the IB Diploma program can be, and in order to manage the responsibilities she recom-

mends students, “find a system of notetaking that supports how you think,” and to keep a 

detailed calendar with checkpoints and due dates to stay on target.   Ms. Brillant also en-

courages students to find a collaborative network of people as your “go to people.”  

Ms. Brillant is also involved with Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA), teaches evening high school, and the Leader-

ship Development Institute Cohort (LDIC) at the Board of Education. Still as a new and adapting teacher, Ms. Brilliant ex-

pects that her students present her with honest work, ability to work hard, and not to stress too much. Ms. Brillant’s philos-

ophy of education is to do what is best for her students.  That encompasses, well prepared lesson plans, treating students 

with dignity and remaining a “lifelong resource” for her students.   Ms. Brillant and her husband recently returned to 

Annapolis, after living in Florida for several years.  However, it is important to know of her love for Florida, she 

“still has one foot in Florida”.   

Kennedy began working with the Red Cross in January of 2018.  It was her supervisor who first gave her the idea of 

starting a Red Cross club at Annapolis High School.  She was also inspired by several of her friends from South River 

H.S. who had organized their own Red Cross club. 

The first step in the startup process required Kennedy to generate interest about the club through Instagram.  This 

allowed her to recruit individuals interested in leadership positions. Next, Ms. Hall had to receive permission from 

the school principal, Mr. Gelinas and to find a teacher willing to sponsor the activity. Additionally, Kennedy attended 

numerous conferences to discover fun and worthwhile activities to do. Some of the activities include fundraising, 

making cards for veterans, CPR certification, conducting blood drives and assembling safety kits.  The Red Cross’s 

mission statement is to alleviate human suffering and Kennedy believes their activities align with this philosophy. For example, last year 

the club sold 1dollar pins to raise money to vaccinate individuals in developing countries.  The members raised $1030.00 which provided 

vaccinations for 1030 people.  Kennedy states, the organization of the Red Cross club has allowed her to grow her leadership and social 

skills.  She no longer fears speaking in public and is more effective at meetings. 

The Red Cross club currently has 100 members.  These members assist with the daily operations of the club, such as fundraising and 

organizing blood drives, as well as generating ideas for future activities.  The club meets in Ms. Lala’s room 219 every other Tuesday 

Maroon block. Join the google classroom! b8n8bkn 

Service Spotlight: Kennedy Hall by Camille Duplechain 
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IB Italian Students Receive Award from the Embassy by Sabrina Gleitz 
P A G E  3  

On the 25th of October, the Italian Embassy 

presented an award to Annapolis High School IB 

students, Julia Boivin and I, and the IB Italian 

teacher, Ms. Laverghetta. We traveled into 

Washington D.C. to be honored at the embassy 

after we were declared the winner of a video 

contest they ran. As members of A-High’s Italian 

National Honor Society, Julia and I created a 

two-minute video discussing the genius of Leo-

nardo DaVinci in honor of the 500-year anniver-

sary of his death. Touching on his well-known 

accomplishments, we also discovered his more 

obscure contributions such as inspiring the de-

sign of Batman with his flying machine creation. 

The video received first place in the high school 

division of the annual competition.  

Prior to the ceremony, we received a tour of the 

Italian Embassy. We had the opportunity to stand in the auditorium where the Italian Ambassador often speaks. 

We also learned the deep symbolism that encompasses the building, from the glass ceiling that represents the 

Potomac River, to the primary colors throughout that represent the human body. Naturally, the rooms have a 

variety of Italian art as art is a vital part of the Italian culture. 

The intimate ceremony and tour was run by Maria Fusco, Director of Education at the Italian Embassy in Wash-

ington D.C. She spoke of the importance of continuing the education of the Italian language. The purpose of the 

contest is to celebrate the students, teachers, and schools that incorporate the Italian language, culture, and 

accomplishments in their lives.  

 

The video can be viewed with the following link: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-niI7y3TPSi-VtNeS3179Fz_w1Zqw-22  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-niI7y3TPSi-VtNeS3179Fz_w1Zqw-22
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 IB Artist of the Month: Micah Stevens by Camille Duplechain 

While the IB program is known for being an academically 

rigorous course, the program also attracts students of vari-

ous artistic talents. One of the several IB elective classes 

offered at Annapolis High School is IB music theory. Micah 

Stevens has been singing since she was 3, playing the piano 

since she was 5 and is an outstanding music theory student. 

Stevens is a self-taught piano player. Stevens says she fell in 

love with music naturally and has been pursuing it ever 

since. Stevens says her favorite part about singing “is that I 

get to tell a story with every song I sing”. Stevens even ap-

preciates the challenging parts of music as they help her with 

her academic career as well as artistic endeavors. Stevens 

describes how music helps her with her class work as it 

“gives me an outlet when I need it but also allows me to fo-

cus, ignore the rest of the world and just focus on the task at hand”. Stevens loves IB music class because “IB 

music is different from all my other IB classes because it’s one I know I’m always 100% invested in and I’m 

always looking forward to it. I get to be me, and I’m surrounded by people who love music and want to learn 

about music”.  

CAS Corner: IB Mentoring Program by Elcy  Canales Escobar 

 

Stress, a feeling almost every IB student can relate to. Learning to develop the skills 

necessary to strike a balance between our academic and personal obligations is a skill 

that allows us to not only be successful in the IB Diploma program but will also allow us 

to thrive in University and beyond. IB senior, Maddie Vieson has experienced firsthand 

the stress caused by the mismanagement of one’s time, which is why she is motivat-

ed to create an organization designed to assist IB students to address such challenges. 

Maddie is organizing the IB Mentoring Program, a program designed to develop the 

needed skills to successfully manage the demands of the IB program.  Maddie shared, 

“My Junior year was hard. I and others struggled with how to handle stress.” She en-

courages everyone to take advantage of this program, as it is offered to all IB students 

(9-12). For Maddie designing this program has been an amazing experience. “I want the mentoring organization 

to be productive by providing a network of peers supporting one another to navigate the demands of this rigor-

ous but rewarding program”. Her goal is to allow our students to more fully enjoy their IB experience by teaching 

them coping skills and providing mentors who can guide them through the IB process. She hopes our upperclass-

men will volunteer to support our current freshman and sophomore students. The program is being rolled out 

this month through the IB MYP and DP English classes.  Juniors and seniors who volunteer to mentor may use 

this as a long-term CAS project. 
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Global Issues: by Hannah Kelley 

        The Drastic Decline in Honeybee Population 

A rising global issue which can be seen in the last fifty years is the significant decline in the bee population. 

Some may not know the value of honeybees and don’t understand the gravity of this situation. What will 

you do when bees are gone? 

Honeybees are responsible for much more than we give them credit for. They play a major role in polli-

nating our crops and many other plants in the environment. The balance of nature is dependent on these 

small insects we take for granted, so we should do everything in our power to save them.  

Honeybees are the main pollinators for our crops and are essential to agriculture. Pollination is the pro-

cess when the pollen of a male plant is transferred to a female plant, which causes fertilization and the 

production of seeds, then fruit. Over 80% of cultivated crops are pollinated by honeybees. One out of 

three bites we consume is in some way reliant on honeybees, such as cherries, almonds, apples, pears, 

bananas, grapefruit and coffee to name just a few. Without bee’s pollination humans would be left to 

hand pollinate all of our crops. In China, some farmers are reduced to hand pollinating their cherry or-

chards because of the recent decline in bees. Hand pollinating is a slow and labor-intensive process: one 

person can only pollinate 5-10 trees a day. They must stand on a ladder or climb into the trees with a 

small paint brush to transfer the pollen around for hours in order to mimic the easy work of bees. This will 

be the future of agriculture if we don’t address the problems bees are facing. 

Bees are struggling against several factors, but the main three are loss of habitat, varroa mites and harm-

ful pesticides. As humans continue to populate the Earth, they take up more and more of the bee’s natural 

home range and replace it with shopping centers, parking lots and roads. Additionally, much of the bee’s 

habitat is being taken up by industrial agriculture which is treated with pesticides and is lacking in biodi-

versity. Honeybees are weakened by exposure to chemicals which makes them more vulnerable to invad-

ing insects or diseases. Some pesticides such as neonicotinoids have been banned in Europe over environ-

mental concerns yet are still widely used here in the US. Varroa mites attack honeybees and their brood 

causing a shorter life span and ultimately the loss of many colonies. Beekeepers are doing all they can to 

save their bees from dying, but it's not enough. 

There are many ways that you can help the honeybee population without beekeeping. You can plant a 

garden or add bee-friendly flowering plants into your garden, which will help protect their habitat. Anoth-

er crucial step you can take to help the bees is to avoid pesticide and herbicide use at home and buy or-

ganic food, if possible. Lastly you can get involved in local politics to try to get harmful insecticides banned 

in your communities.  

http://sos-bees.org/causes/ 
https://www.cnn.com/us?refresh=1 
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/life-without-bees-hand-human-pollination-rural-chi/ 

 

http://sos-bees.org/causes/
https://www.cnn.com/us?refresh=1
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/life-without-bees-hand-human-pollination-rural-chi/
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Spotlight on MYP by Alex Marek  

This month the IB MYP spotlight is on Natalie Dixon. Natalie is a sophomore in the 

IB Diploma program and a devoted member of Key Club, Italian Cultural Club and 

Dance Company.  From a young age, Natalie has loved to dance and perform, thus 

she decided to use her passion as inspiration for her IB project. Natalie's project 

involved hosting a dance clothes and supply drive to be donated to inner city chil-

dren through the “From our Hearts to your Toes” charity.   Natalie wanted to make 

a change, and finding the right charity was crucial. She looked at many charities, but 

ultimately decided on “From our Hearts to Your Toes” because it collected the 

broadest range of dance clothing and supplies. Many other charities only collected 

certain types of shoes or costumes, which limited the number of possible donors. 

Over the summer, Natalie collected clothes and supplies from family, friends and 

neighbors. She posted on social media platforms to reach even more donors.  

It is important to note that studies have demonstrated that dance helps with behav-

ior in the classroom by increasing self-esteem, focus, discipline and social skills. 

Dance is one of the few activities that combines kinesthetic learning with compre-

hension, making dance both physically and mentally beneficial for the communities’ youth. Natalie believes that 

investing in the lives of these young performers now could one day create a community of confident, charismatic 

and creative adults.  

Get Involved: One Love By: Avery Goodwin 

 

  One Love is a club that meets during Blue Block on Mondays in room 208, and it is sponsored by Ms. Mish. Its goal 
is to educate the community about healthy relationships with the intent of preventing domestic violence. One Love 
was founded by Ali Erlandson and its President is Allie Redford. It has a certification program, which allows it to be 
offered in other schools; thus, allowing it to become a champion program. There are many different leadership and 
volunteer positions within One Love. 
  
One Love hosts several fundraising events designed to raise money for the club’s numerous events.  These include 
restaurant nights, race donors, and a Christmas event. Committees one can join include the 5K, community out-
reach, logistics, and marketing. These committees ensure the club’s events run smoothly. Additionally, One Love 
works with the Wellness Club and is hosting a 5K on April 18, 2020. 

Natalie Dixon with donations 



 

Navigating the IB Diploma Program by Mete Gorgulu and Joey Loiacono 

This month we will spotlight IB English Language and Literature 11.   What separates IB Language and 

Literature from a typical Annapolis High School English class?  The content covered is similar to standard 

English classes; reading and writing, grammar, composition, and literary analysis. However, as many IB 

students have discovered, IB English requires a more sophisticated understanding of the language and a 

deeper analysis of literary texts.  

Throughout the course students examine professional uses of grammar, investigate how language shapes 

and is influenced by identity and culture, and the global significance of various types of texts.  The texts 

study oftentimes involve sensitive and mature topics and students are taught to critically reflect on the 

various perspectives offered.  This allows students develop a broader perspective, and an awareness of 

the ways in which context is tied to meaning. 

A wide range of texts are used to train students to critically examine how texts in combination with visual 

and audio elements work independently or together to influence or persuade the audience. For example, 

students explore why certain phrases or combination of words are used in political speeches. Another 

example, is the poetry of Pablo Neruda and how his word choices, coupled with literary devices, convey 

emotion to the reader. 

IB students use literary texts to also explore different cultures, and to discuss topics that affect others on 

a global scale such as climate change. One interesting example was an investigation that led to an under-

standing of the cultural barriers that a village in India faced when planting trees to commemorate the 

birth of a baby girl.  

IB Students are assessed in a variety of ways and each assessment contributes to the student’s overall IB 

Diploma English exam grade.  The assessments include: 

• A 1200-1500 essay- 20% 

• A 15-minute prepared Individual Oral-20% 

• Two exams in May of the senior year: 80% 



COLLEGE CORNER:  BY HENRY GUCKES 

 

         St. Mary’s College 

St Mary’s College of Maryland was founded in 1840 and is a public liberal arts school in St Mary’s City, Maryland.   

With only 1,800 students enrolled, it is quite small and the student to faculty ratio is 10-1. The institution offers 

24 bachelor’s degrees and offers a Master of Arts in teaching. 

St Mary’s City was the first British colony in Maryland, and the fourth British colony in North America. This gives 

the area a rich history, and the school’s archaeological program is very prestigious.  Additionally, there are many 

traditions that date back to the original founding of the college.  One such tradition is the tour of the Seven 

Wonders.  The Seven Wonders are seven notable campus landmarks. New students are inducted into the tradi-

tions of SMCM by orientation leaders in a tour of the Seven Wonders during orientation and it is a graduation 

tradition for the departing class to tour the seven wonders and recount stories the evening before graduation. 

Thus, a student's time at SMCM begins and ends with tours of the Seven Wonders. 

Typical reading and writing SAT scores range from 510-640, whilst typical math scores range from 490-610. Av-

erage ACT scores are generally from 23-29. The college’s acceptance rate is 80% and about 79% of students are 

benefiting from financial aid. The college has the third highest graduation rate in the nation, with 70%. All these 

factors make St Mary’s College of Maryland a fantastic school! 

St. Mary’s IB policies are very generous. A student must earn at least a 5 or better on their Higher Level (HL) IB 

exam to transfer. IB exams transfer as 4 credits each. 

Additionally, a student is awarded 4 credits for TOK if they are awarded an IBO diploma and earn at least a C- for 

TOK 

The cost of attending St. Mary’s college is approximately 31,000 a year which includes tuition and housing 



COLLEGE CORNER:  BY HANNAH KINDNESS 

 

University of British Columbia 

 

Located in gorgeous Vancouver, Canada, the University of British Columbia welcomes students from all cor-

ners of the globe and encourages cultural diversity on its campus. UBC holds a consistent rank amongst the 

top 20 public universities in the world and is considered by many to be the most internationally diverse uni-

versity in all North America. The school wide push to create a more inclusive world can be reflected in the 

university’s motto, “tuum est,” (it is yours.) With so many foreign students, UBC recognizes the initial sense of 

fear and loneliness many encounter, and works to combat it with a two week jump start program for any stu-

dent who would like to meet new people and get to know their new home away from home.  

Another great reason to consider UBC for your future is that it is affordable compared to American universi-

ties. It all depends on where you go, but in most cases, UBC (like most Canadian universities) is a cheaper op-

tion.   

The University of British Columbia is not only a culturally diverse school and an affordable option, the Univer-

sity also recognizes and encourages IB students to join their family. UBC goes hand in hand with IB, as they 

both tailor their education around the concept that global perspectives are key to education. UBC accepts 

higher level courses with a 3-point credit or higher, and some of the requirements for general admission even 

include taking 4 higher level courses, one of them having to be English.  

The University of British Columbia is diverse, inclusive, affordable, and pushes their students to achieve great 

things and build a better future.  So, when it's time to pick a path for your future, remember that UBC is call-

ing your name! 

 


